
Bishop John Sheard, Chairman, Board of  Bishops
13737 Curtis Avenue
Detroit, Michigan 48235 

Dear Bishop Sheard:

I hope this communication find you well and pursuing the will of  God as you attempt to make great decisions in 

leading the College of  Bishops. I am writing on behalf  of  a group of  complainants who are weary and 

bewildered with your purposely delayed response to what appears to be an important case filed against our 

jurisdictional Bishop N. Coles several months ago. You never adequately responded to our June 6, 2012 letter 

requesting that seven (7) concerns be addressed in order to proceed properly with the case. We finally received 

those confusing rules written in legalese that are designed to deter complainants from filing cases. It is most 

apparent that a bishop can commit the most heinous crimes and offenses and will  receive only a reprimand 

under your leadership.  Your limited response to our case has been downright insulting to our intelligence. It 

appears that you have set up a series of  delay tactics to get you past the elections without any distractions from 

persons such as myself  and others whose bark appear to be  louder than their bite in your thinking.  Your 

metered response to our case is like blood pressure medication…designed to control but not cure the cause.  

Your hiding behind the Executive Committee and the Grievance Committee  is a slap in the face of  sanity and 

intelligence.  It has taken far too long to decide the merit of  a simple case. It appears that you are attempting to 

complicate what is a simple case of  misfeasance and nonfeasance against a Bishop. If  you think for one moment 

that you will finesse this case away, you have misread the script.  On a personal note, you owe me an apology for 

defaming me as filing this case because I want the Washington jurisdiction. Who are your advisors?  We filed 

this case because we want justice and protection from an out-of-control Bishop that you appear to be bent on 

protecting through stalling tactics. The word is out that you are not going to do anything with this case. 

We have credible evidence that you are engaging in obstruction of  justice with similar cases. Bishop Sheard, you 

are not beyond an investigation for obstruction of  justice by the Judiciary.  We have almost concluded that your 

limited  response to this and other cases are purely political and that no impartial trial can be conducted as long 



as you are leading like a boss.  Unfortunately, it is this kind of  behavior that results in cases being tried on the 

internet.  You were elected by your peers to represent and defend the Constitution of  the Church of  God in 

Christ. It appears that you are more interested in getting re-elected and enjoying the prestige, power, rewards and 

benefits rather than the responsibility that comes with a Chairmanship. You are supposed to be a servant, not a 

boss. Has bossism become the norm in our church? Please understand that we are [not] children and we are 

prepared to struggle for the long journey. I misread the script. I never anticipated that it would come to this with 

a simple case. The church does not belong to any single leader. We demand no less than respect!

I am writing because we cannot wait. Justice delayed is not justice denied. To wait is to be on the wrong side of  

history. I am writing because we have been provoked by our present crisis. We are like abused children in an 

abusive home. Your delay tactics are merely subjecting us to more abuse.  The most recent behavior by Bishop 

Coles is censorship. He publicly stated that no photos or recordings could be utilized in an open meeting. This is 

a violation of  the basic rights of  our people.  Please remind him that this is the USA not Afghanistan.  Bishop 

had policeman inside and outside the church during our Convocation which was not well attended, I promise 

you we will not walk in fear of  an abusive leader. 

When will you respond in a responsible way to our case? Are you controlling the Grievance Committee?  Can 

they make independent decisions and judgments apart from your control? No more time delayed responses from 

you will be acceptable. We deserve and demand better. We have been in compliance with our reports and all the 

other hurdles such as having the case notarized. This case has become a public embarrassing scandal to the 

nation.  There are forthcoming generations who deserve to grow up in a church where sanity and some degree 

of  order reigns. They deserve better.  We would rather be judged harshly by history for having erred on the side 

of  what we perceived in our heart to be right than to walk in fear among people who are no more than a mixture 

of  dirt and deity. No we will not be satisfied with any delayed, superficial band-aid tactics. We will persevere 

until in the words of  the Prophet Amos, “Justice rolls down like water and righteousness like a mighty stream.”

Yours for the Cause of  Justice on behalf  of  the dedicated people of  the Washington DC Jurisdiction

Dr. Leonard Lovett, Case Facilitator




