
Bishop John H. Sheard, Chair Board of  Bishops
Bishop B. Collins. Vice Chairman
Bishop Larry Shaw, Secretary Board of  Bishops
Bishop Roy Dixon. Chair, Grievance Committee

Dear  Bishop Sheard,
My name is Roderick Durant I am a Pastor in the Greater Maryland First Jurisdiction. I am also a fourth 
generation member of  the Church Of  God In Christ, and former administrative assistant, served as a 
national adjutant and evangelist, represented our church as a soldier in the U.S. Army, and concerned 
about the welfare of  my local Jurisdiction and the Church Of  God In Christ as a whole.

I am writing this letter to address recent communications I received regarding Bishop Joel H. Lyles. and a 
letter from the Concerned Pastors of  the Greater Maryland First Jurisdiction sent to Bishop Lyles. copied 
to Bishop Blake, members of  the General Board, and yourself  dated July. 26. 2010. I am in receipt of  other 
letters of  concern, resignations, and documentation concerning the conduct and character of  Bishop Lyles. 
Based on said letters which I believe are a true testament to said behavior. I am asking that the Board of  
Bishop's hold on investigation regarding the financial practices. Episcopal conduct mistreatment of  certain 
Pastors, Jurisdictional Officials, and members of  the Greater Maryland First Jurisdiction, and moral 
turpitude of  Bishop Lyles.

This is not the first letter sent regarding Bishop Lyles conduct. There is an appearance of  a cover up scheme 
seeing that two years has lapsed between the writing of  the July 26. 2010 letter, to now with no response 
from the national church leadership. Therefore, many of  the Pastor's are not willing to sign another letter, 
but may he willing to share upon the knowledge of  an official investigation.

In August 2010. Bishop Sedgwick Daniels participated in the Greater Maryland Convocation. Before his 
departure, he advised Pastors and Elders at a meeting following the Bishop's Breakfast, that Bishop Blake 
and the General Board had received the July 26th letter, and would be returning to Maryland to meet with 
Pastors and Elders to discuss the concerns said letter referenced. To date, there has been no examination 
from the national church of  our local Jurisdiction.
This lack of  response, has afforded the Executive Committee of  the Greater Maryland Jurisdiction, the
opportunity to further cover-up various actions of  Bishop Lyles and to withhold crucial information from 
the Pastors such as financial statements, funds disbursements and prior allegations concerning his securing 
of  funds from Bishop Thomas Holsey.

Financial Practices
Because of  Bishop Lyles misappropriation, mishandling and misuse of  funds, the Pastors. Officials, and
members of  the Jurisdiction have experienced a massive increase in local reports. I believe this increase is 
an attempt to raise funds to settle indebtness to Bishop Holsey's Jurisdiction in reference to the 
$140,000.00  that was made payable to the Greater Maryland Jurisdiction, but was placed in an account 
under Bishop Lyles single authority without the Jurisdiction's prior knowledge. This was proven in the 
letter from Jury 26. 2010.
Recent developments highlight Bishop Lyles personal IRS/Tax issues, and that the assessments, possibly 
owed by him to the IRS. are being funded by said increase in reports. Often, members of  the Jurisdiction 
on all levels are threatened that if  local reports are not remitted, they will not receive their national 
credential cards, which are produced by his office as General Secretary.

Episcopal Conduct
While serving as an Administrative Assistant, I experienced the harsh and unconstitutional means Bishop 
Lyles used by reiterating formerly settled  issues to not only force my resignation, but to also slander and 
besmudge my character to the leadership and body of  the jurisdiction. I believe this is a testament to his 
Episcopal Conduct using said means on others as well.



Mistreatment of Pastors
As a son of  the Greater Maryland Jurisdiction, who has served under several fathers  including the former 
Jurisdictional Prelate, the 'late Bishop David W. Spann Sr. I would like for you take into consideration the 
attached  letter dated 12.29.2010. This letter was a response to the actions Bishop Lyles took on Christmas 
Eve. 12.24.2010. against the longest living Pastor in Greater Maryland history.

Moral Turpitude
Since the July 28, 2010 letter, there have been conversations concerning Bishop Lyles involvement with 
illicit activity. These allegations include supposed conduct with Pastor Edwin Bass, Pastor Derrick 
Hutchins and others. I am inclined to believe these statements based on similar concerns made to me years 
prior to his becoming Jurisdictional Prelate.
I write on behalf  of  many hurt and disappointed members of  our local churches and the Greater Maryland 
Jurisdiction. I am concerned about the operation, spiritual welfare and appearance of  our church to others 
for the present and future. As one who has known Bishop Lyles since childhood and was also a champion 
and spokesman of  his candidacy to many Pastors to become Jurisdictional Prelate, this letter is not written 
out of  personal animosity, but out of  pure concern for me body of  Christ. I reiterate that I am asking for 
the Board of  Bishop's to hold an investigation regarding the financial practices. Episcopal conduct, moral 
turpitude. and the mistreatment of  certain Pastor's, Jurisdictional Officials, and members of  the Greater 
Maryland First Jurisdiction by Bishop Lyles.

I am willing to meet directly with you, Bishop Sheard. or one of  your Board of  Bishop's officers to discuss 
further. Correspondence can be sent to:
Pastor Roderick Durant
[address redacted]

CC: His Grace, The Right Reverend Bishop Charles E. Blake, Presiding Bishop Church of  God In Christ 
Inc.
"The Right Reverend Bishop P.A. Brooks. First Assistant Presiding Bishop
The Right Reverend Bishop Jerry Macklin. Second Assistant Presiding Bishop
The Right Reverend Bishop Wyatt Hamilton, Secretary, General Board
The Right Reverend Bishop Lawrence H. Winbush. Assistant Secretary . General
The Right Reverend J. Neaul Haynes
The Right Reverend Samuel L Green. Jr.
The Right Reverend George D. McKinney
The Right Reverend Nathaniel W. Wells
I he Right Reverend Sedgwick Daniels
The Right Reverend Frank O. While
Supt. James Hunt. Chairman. General Assembly
Bishop L Thuston, Vice-Chairman 


