
 

 

EMMANUEL CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 
2502 MASCOT 

WICHITA, KANSAS 67204 

316-832-0441 

 

 

February 15,2005 

 

Bishop Charles Blake  

Church of God in Christ 

General Board 

3045 Crenshaw Blvd. 

Los Angeles, California 90016                        Certified Mail Return Receipt Requested 

                                                                              7004 1350 0005 3512 8006   

 

Re:       Church of God in Christ and Kansas Southwest Church of God in Christ, v. Board 

             of Trustees of Emmanuel Church of God in Christ; et al. 

             Case No. 05CV0621 

 

Dear Bishop Blake: 

 

Bishop Joseph C. Gilkey has deceitfully used the name of the Church of God in Christ 

jeopardizing  the integrity of the church and the General Board potentially exposing the 

National Church and General Board to personal and financial liability. Bishop Gilkey is 

using and hiding behind the good name of the Church of God in Christ as he pursues  his 

own private interest, the seizing and control of real estate, money. He recently retained 

legal counsel and directed legal counsel to file a lawsuit on February 10, 2005 in the 

Eighteenth Judicial District Court of Sedgwick County, Kansas. The (national) Church of 

God in Christ and Kansas Southwest Church of God in Christ are named as plaintiffs in 

the herein enclosed petition. The petition signed by Bishop Gilkey under oath says “you” 

the Church of God in Christ (national) and Kansas Southwest Church of God in Christ are 

now suing the Board of Trustees of Emmanuel Church of God in Christ, et al. Bishop 

Gilkey is alleging that he has the authority to sign the petition as a representative of the  

Church of  God in Christ, when in fact the Constitution Article III, Part I.(A)-(C) reads 

otherwise.    

 

The petition alleges that Bishop Gilkey has been denied access to the local church 

property however Bishop Gilkey preached Sunday morning December 12, 2004. He 

visited December 14, 2004 during Bible Band, December 19, 2004 Sunday morning 

service, December 23, 2004 Thursday night service, prayer, December 26, 2004 Sunday 

morning service and January 2, 2005 Sunday morning service. Each time the Bishop 

visited  the local church he was acknowledged and given the opportunity to speak, at no 

time has he been denied  access to the church. We welcomed Bishop Gilkey to visit the 

local church and worship with us at any time; in spite of his actions on December 9, 

2004. On December 9, 2004 under the cover of dark Bishop Gilkey , Elder Joseph Gilkey 

Jr. and Elder Rondell Love went to the property (church) to change the locks. Bishop 



 

 

Gilkey alleges that the property (that the local members under the leadership of Pastor 

Joshua Stidham paid for) belongs to the National Church. He seeks to forever bar, enjoin 

and foreclose the named defendants from setting up any right, title, lien, claim or interest 

in the 

property (Petition for Temporary Restraining Order, Injunction and Other Relief, page 6, 

paragraph 7).  

 

Bishop Gilkey has harassed the local church and continues his harassment for the 

exclusive purpose of seizing control of real estate; as the petition alleges Kansas 

Southwest Church of God in Christ is a jurisdictional arm of the National Church which 

is operated by Bishop J. C. Gilkey Sr. It is apparent that he has very little if any concern 

for the local members; who helped physically build the current physical structure known 

as Emmanuel Church of God in Christ, Wichita, Kansas. There are several active charter 

members still present. Many of whom sacrificed financially to buy materials, supplies, to 

make mortgage payments and volunteered  their physical labor. The women carried 

beams out of the hole in the earth where the current basement exist, to assist the men in 

constructing the church. The children many who are now adults helped pull nails out of 

the floor of an old abandoned school to obtain the wood floors. This church family 

sacrificed to build an edifice dedicated to the belief that God is with us “Emmanuel”. 

 

Bishop Gilkey has deliberately and willfully chosen to go before the civil authorities 1 

Corinthians 6: 1-7 NIV reads: If any of you has a dispute with another dare he take it 

before the ungodly for judgment instead of before the saints? (v. 2)  Do you not know that 

the saints will judge the world? And if you are to judge the world, are you not competent 

to judge trivial cases? (v.3) Do you not know that we will judge  angels? How much more 

the things of this life! (v.4) Therefore, if you have disputes about such matters, appoint as 

judges even men of little account in the church! (v.5) I say this to shame you. Is it 

possible that there is nobody among you wise enough to judge a dispute between 

believers? (v.6) But instead, one brother goes to law against another-and this in front of 

unbelievers! (v.7) The very fact that you have lawsuits among you means you have been 

completely defeated already. Why not rather be wrong? Why not rather be cheated? Also 

pursuant to the official manual The Articles of Religion Section II, The Old and New 

Testament ( The Authority of the Scriptures) page 40 reads We believe that the Old and 

New Testament Scriptures in all matters of controversy between Christians must be 

accepted as the supreme court of appeal. Additionally, the Church of God in Christ has 

established the Judiciary Board to serve to prevent civil authorities from interfering in the 

affairs of the church 1 Corinthians 6:1-7, ( An Introduction to Biblical Apologetics for the 

establishment of the Judiciary Board of the Church of God in Christ, page 4). 

 

Bishop Gilkey once again in his dealings with the local church Emmanuel Church of God 

in Christ, Wichita, Kansas a Kansas corporation has blatantly violated the Holy 

Scriptures, the official manual (policy) of the church and deliberately chosen to address 

his aught against the local church before the civil authorities rather than the saints. He has 

not to our knowledge filed a written complaint before the National Church or the 

Judiciary Board, if he has presented his aught before the National Church or the Judiciary 



 

 

Board (without our knowledge); he has failed to allow either the opportunity to resolve 

this matter in a godly manner. 

 

The petition was filed and an ex parte restraining order obtained. An ex parte restraining 

order is obtained when one party goes before a judge without any prior notice to the other 

party and presents his or her story. Bishop Gilkey seeks to deprive the local church of its 

right to exercise control and dominion over its local property. 

 

We respectfully request Church of God in Christ your immediate intervention, as “you” 

are the named plaintiff. “You” can stop this ungodly action, as the named plaintiff in the 

petition “you” can hire counsel merely to file Plaintiff’s Motion to Dismiss or order 

Bishop Gilkey as his superiors General Board to immediately instruct the attorneys he 

retained to file Plaintiff’s Motion to Dismiss without any cost to the National Church. 

The motion to dismiss can be filed on the grounds that it violates church policy and the 

church has an administrative remedy wherein this matter can be addressed, since all 

administrative remedies within the church must be exhausted. Father God is always 

concerned for His children, He esteems His little ones above a building. The world, the 

heathen values buildings and property above a life, a man or woman. The Church of our 

Lord Jesus Christ values souls, His own, His children, His child most. Emmanuel Church 

of God in Christ, Wichita, Kansas is currently enjoying the peaceful fellowship and 

worship with the brethren in Kansas Central and growing spiritually. 

 

To fail to judge ourselves according to the word of God and allow the world to judge us, 

is a choice to ignore God’s way. Such an action will not be of service to the local church 

or the church at large and such an action is to disobey God’s word.  If the world judges 

this matter it is likely many distasteful issues will be addressed in this litigation between 

the parties. 

 

We the local church look forward in expectation to your timely Godly intervention  in this 

matter. 

 

Time is of the essence. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
James S. Rich 

Chairman of Trustees 

Emmanuel Church of God in Christ, Wichita, Kansas 

 

Encl.                    

 

  


