
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 
 

 
PASTOR ANDRE JOHNSON, an 
individual residing in the State of Illinois, 
and GRACE & MERCY CHURCH OF 
GOD IN CHRIST, INC., an Illinois not-for-
profit corporation, 
 
                             PLAINTIFFS 
v. 
 
KIMBERLY ANN LEWIS, an individual 
residing in the State of Michigan, 
 
                            DEFENDANT 

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
) 
) 

 

 
COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES  

 Plaintiffs Pastor Andre Johnson and Grace & Mercy Church of God in Christ, Inc. 

(collectively, “Plaintiffs”), through their undersigned counsel, states as follows as their 

Complaint for Damages and Injunctive Relief against Defendant Kimberly Ann Lewis: 

AND FOR INJUNCTIVE RELIEF 

PARTIES, JURISDICTION, VENUE 

 
AND THE NATURE OF THE ACTION 

 
1. Plaintiff Pastor Andre Johnson (hereinafter “Pastor Andre”) is an ordained Pastor 

and Elder of Grace & Mercy Church of God in Christ in South Holland, Illinois (the “Home 

Church”).   He and his wife Teaia Alexander Johnson have two young sons (together, the 

“Johnson Family”) and reside exclusively at the Home Church’s parsonage at 15488 East End 

Avenue in South Holland, Illinois. 
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2. The Home Church is incorporated in the State of Illinois as a not-for-profit 

corporation and has its principal place of business at 15488 East End Avenue in South Holland, 

Illinois. 

3. The Home Church is part of the Third Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of Illinois, which 

in turn is part of The Church of God in Christ, Inc. headquartered in Memphis, Tennessee (the 

“Worldwide Church”).  With more than 6 million members throughout more than 59 countries, 

the Worldwide Church is one of the six largest denominations in the United States.   

4.  Kimberly A. Lewis (“Lewis”) is an individual residing at 17180 Prevost, Detroit, 

Michigan, 48235.  Lewis is a parishioner at New St. Paul Tabernacle Church Of God In Christ, 

15340 Southfield Drive, Detroit, MI 48223 (hereinafter “Lewis’ Local Church”).  Although 

Lewis does not occupy any official position in Lewis’ Local Church or with the Worldwide 

Church, the Pastor of her Local Church -- The Right Reverend Bishop P.A. Brooks -- serves as 

the First Assistant Presiding Bishop of the Worldwide Church, making him second in official 

stature only to the Worldwide Church’s International Presiding Bishop. 

5. On or about June 6-7, 2008, Pastor Andre and Lewis mutually engaged in a brief 

but intense relationship that Pastor Andre terminated almost immediately after June 7, 2008.  

Rancor quickly ensued and the telephone and email communications between Pastor Andre and 

Lewis became increasingly tense and unhealthy and deteriorated further as time went on.  

6. On or about September 23-26, 2008, Lewis attended the National Bishop’s 

Conference of the Worldwide Church in Oak Brook, Illinois.  The Bishop for the Third 

Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of Illinois was one of the hosts of the Conference and, as a Pastor 

within that Jurisdiction, Pastor Andre was assisting his Bishop with the details of the Conference.   
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7. On or about September 24, 2008, Lewis told members of the Judicial Review 

Committee of the Worldwide Church and the Chief Investigator for the providing Security at the 

Church’s National that Pastor Andre had committed adultery with her, that Pastor Andre had 

committed “clergy malpractice” in his interactions with her and that he was “stalking her” during 

the Conference.   As a result of Lewis’ false allegations against Pastor Andre, officers from the 

Oak Brook, Illinois Police Department appeared at the Bishop’s Conference in full uniform, 

surrounded Pastor Andre and began interrogating him in full view of the Conference attendees, 

including his immediate superiors and the international leaders of the Worldwide Church.  Pastor 

Andre also was informed at this time that Lewis intended to initiate a complaint against him with 

the Worldwide Church, notwithstanding that Pastor Andre already had submitted to and accepted 

discipline imposed by his Jurisdictional Bishop in connection with Pastor Andre’s admission of 

his conduct during the weekend of June 6-7, 2008. 

8. On or about October 2, 2008, Lewis transmitted or caused to be transmitted by 

facsimile a 12-page document entitled “The Complaint” to one or more offices of the Worldwide 

Church (hereinafter the “Complaint”).  A true and correct copy of the Complaint is attached 

hereto as Exhibit A and is incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein.   

9. Among other things, the Complaint accuses Pastor Andre of committing “clergy 

malpractice,” engaging in fornication and adultery with a woman other than Lewis or his wife 

and of directly interfering with an ongoing criminal investigation in the District of Columbia 

initiated by Lewis against another male affiliated or formerly affiliated with the Worldwide 

Church that she accused of having raped her.  See Exhibit A at pp. 2, 9-11. 
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10. On Wednesday, October 8, 2008, just days after Lewis transmitted her Complaint 

to the Worldwide Church, The Right Reverend Bishop Wells, a General Board Member of the 

Worldwide Church, notified Pastor Andre that, as a result of that Complaint, the Presiding 

Bishop’s Office of the Worldwide Church had summarily barred Pastor Andre Johnson from 

serving as an Adjutant to the General Board of the Church of God In Christ, Inc. – a position of 

substantial prestige within the Worldwide Church in which he had served without interruption 

for more than 15 years.  Word of Pastor Andre’s immediate demotion without a hearing or 

opportunity to be heard spread like wildfire throughout the Worldwide Church and Pastor Andre 

received numerous telephone calls and email messages from his colleagues and supporters in the 

Worldwide Church seeking information regarding the validity of the charges and his proposed 

response to such charges.   

11. In response to these unfounded charges and to combat the procedures the 

Worldwide Church has implemented in violation of its own Constitutional mandates, Pastor 

Andre and the Home Church have had to retain counsel and undertake other action in an attempt 

to preserve and potentially restore Pastor Andre’s and the Home Church’s rightful place within 

the Worldwide Church and in the eyes of its leadership. 

12. Pastor Andre already has suffered incalculable damage to his reputation and 

standing in the Worldwide Church, has been subjected to scorn and ridicule, has incurred 

substantial attorneys fees and costs in an effort to terminate the improper proceedings Lewis has 

sought to initiate within the Worldwide Church through the filing of the Complaint and direct 

interference with his current and future to earn compensation for his services as an Ordained 

Pastor in the Worldwide Church.  As a direct result of Lewis’ conduct, Pastor Andre has suffered 
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damages and will continue to suffer damages in an amount that exceeds $75,000.00, exclusive of 

interest and costs.   

13. As a direct result of Lewis’ conduct, Pastor Andre’s Home Church has lost 

significant revenue-generating opportunities, the proceeds of which would be used to further the 

Home Church’s Christian Ministry projects and improve the Home Church’s standing within the 

Worldwide Church.  The Home Church also has had to incur substantial legal expenses in an 

effort to counteract Lewis’ unlawful and harmful conduct, which, together with the other harms 

it has suffered and will continue to suffer, entitle it to damages against Lewis in an amount 

exceeding $75,000.00, exclusive of interest and costs. 

14. Jurisdiction in this District Court is authorized pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1332(a)(1).  

Pastor Andre and the Home Church are citizens of the State of Illinois.  Lewis is a citizen of the 

State of Michigan.  The amount in controversy exceeds $75,000.00, exclusive of interest and 

costs. 

15. This District Court may properly exercise personal jurisdiction over Lewis 

pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 4(e) because Lewis committed torts against Pastor 

Andre and the Home Church within the boundaries of this District (among other places, in Oak 

Brook, Illinois) and transmitted communications into this District in the commission, furtherance 

or aggravation of her tortious conduct against Pastor Andre and the Home Church.   

16. Venue is appropriate in this District Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1391(a)(2) 

because a substantial part of the events giving rise to the claims stated herein occurred within this 

District. 
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COUNT I – DEFAMATION 

(Pastor Andre & Home Church v. Lewis) 
 

17. Plaintiffs incorporate by reference Paragraphs 1- 16, inclusive, as the allegations 

of this Paragraph 17 as if fully set forth herein.    

18. A statement is defamatory if it tends to harm a person's reputation to the extent 

that it lowers that person in the eyes of the community or deters others from associating with that 

person.  For purposes of Illinois defamation law, a properly constituted corporation qualifies as a 

“person” entitled to assert damage to reputation. 

19. A statement is defamatory per se if its defamatory character is obvious and 

apparent on its face and injury to the plaintiff's reputation may be presumed.  Illinois law 

recognizes five categories of statements that constitute defamation per se: (1) statements 

imputing the commission of a crime; (2) statements imputing the infection with a loathsome 

communicable disease; (3) statements imputing an inability to perform or want of integrity in 

performing employment duties; (4) statements imputing a lack of ability or that otherwise 

prejudice a person in his or her profession or business; and (5) statements imputing adultery or 

fornication.  

20. On numerous occasions between June 6, 2008 and the present, Lewis has made 

the following untrue statements about Pastor Andre to third parties to whom she had no privilege 

to make such accusations: 

a) Pastor Andre is a liar and abused his position as a Pastor to 
manipulate her (on or about September 24, 2008);   

b) Pastor Andre was “stalking her” (on or about September 24, 2008); 
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c) Pastor Andre committed “clergy malpractice” in his interactions with 
her (Complaint);  

d) Pastor Andre committed the offenses of mortgage fraud and identity 
theft (Complaint, page 9); 

e) Pastor Andre was in direct contact with her accused rapist and was 
interfering with an ongoing police investigation into that alleged 
crime (Complaint, August emails);  

f) Pastor Andre was the father of her alleged unborn child (on or about 
August 9); and 

g) Pastor Andre encouraged her to abort his unborn child with her 
(August 9, 2008). 

21. Among other objectively untrue facts alleged against Pastor Andre, Lewis is not 

now and has never been pregnant at any time she has known Pastor Andre.  As a result, any 

statement attributing paternity or alleged paternity to Pastor Andre is irrefutably false. 

22. Pastor Andre has never been convicted of “mortgage fraud and identity theft.” 

23. Pastor Andre never communicated with any alleged rapist or any personnel 

involved with any investigation of Lewis’ alleged rape.   

24. Lewis’ statements about Pastor Andre are defamatory per se as they falsely 

accuse Pastor Andre Johnson of having committed specific crimes or being corrupt in the 

performance his professional duties as a Pastor, as leader of the Home Church and as a servant of 

the Worldwide Church.     

25. As a direct result of Lewis’ conduct, Pastor Andre’s current and future standing in 

the Worldwide Church, his ability to pastor to his Home Church, and livelihood and his family 

life have been irreparably harmed.  Pastor Andre currently is not permitted to serve the 

leadership of the Worldwide Church in any capacity and the corresponding public humiliation 
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has resulted in Pastor Andre no longer being asked to preach or minister to other churches, 

thereby substantially diminishing his stature in his Home Church and the Worldwide Church. 

Pastor Andre has had to incur substantial legal fees in order to refute Lewis’ baseless allegations 

within his Home Church, his family, friends, acquaintances, business associates and the 

membership and leadership of the Worldwide Church.  Although it is difficult to estimate the 

ultimate impact of Lewis’ conduct, Pastor Andre and the Home Church will suffer a loss of 

revenue and contributions for many years, which amount will exceed $75,000.00 for each of 

these parties, excluding interest and costs.  

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request that this Honorable Court: 

a)  Enter judgment in their favor and against Lewis; 

b) Award Plaintiffs presumed and special damages against Lewis; and 

c) Grant Plaintiffs such other and further relief as the Court deems just  
and appropriate under the circumstances. 
 
 

COUNT II – EXTORTION 
(Pastor Andre v. Lewis) 

 
26. Pastor Andre incorporates by reference the allegations of Paragraphs 1-16, 

inclusive, as the allegations of this Paragraph 26 as if sully set forth herein.   

27. Under Illinois law, “extortion” (also known as “blackmail”) is an unlawful 

demand of money or property under threat to do bodily harm, to injure property, to accuse of 

crime, or to expose to disgraceful defects.  

28. On numerous occasions between June 7, 2008 and the present, Lewis threatened 

to “expose” Pastor Andre for his alleged misconduct if he did not “buy her silence” by 
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purchasing goods or services through her company or by sending her money directly via a debit 

card mechanism known as “Green Dot.”   

29. For example, Pastor Andre served as an “adjutant” to the Worldwide Church – an 

unofficial position in which a Pastor or Elder provides assistance to members of the Church’s 

leadership.  In an email dated July 4, 2008 directed to a third party but copied to Pastor Andre, 

Lewis stated that she was “going to share with my Bishop and Pastor what he did so that Bishop 

[sic] make better choices in adjutants.”  As noted in Paragraph 4 above, Lewis’ Bishop holds the 

second most powerful and prestigious position in the Worldwide Church and she know, as a 

result, that speaking about Pastor Johnson in a derogatory manner – even if the statements were 

true – would damage Pastor Andre’s standing in the Worldwide Church.   

30. In an attempt to appease Lewis, Pastor Andre transmitted approximately $800.00 

to Lewis through the “Green Dot” card referenced above.   

31. In an email message from this third party to Pastor Andre that the third party 

copied or forwarded to Lewis, the third party asserted that Lewis was pregnant and warned 

Pastor Andre that: 

She's gonna have it - She wants a DNA test at birth - Does not 
want you present where she is at birth – Your name will be on birth 
certificate but the baby will not carry your last name - you will 
need to provide health insurance for baby - she is willing to 
negotiate and agree upon a child support package - She says if that 
can't be done then the court can make the determination and order - 
She wants to maintain full custody and does not want the father to 
have access to the child outside of Michigan. She doesn't want you 
to have any contact with the child but she's mad right now.  …  
Like I said, this is when you see the real Kim. …  Just the implied 
threat of [you] getting with her rapist would probably cause a 
minister to lose his license. 
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32. As noted above, Lewis was not pregnant with any child from any purported father 

(including the alleged rapist) at any time from the first day she met Pastor Andre in late May of 

2008. 

33. Lewis knew that telling Bishop Brooks that Pastor Andre was the father of her 

alleged unborn child would doom him with the Worldwide Church, regardless of whether Pastor 

Andre subsequently disproved those allegations. 

34. Lewis continued to demand that Pastor Andre transmit additional funds to her 

throughout the summer of 2008.  Despite receiving more than $800.00 from Pastor Andre during 

those months, Lewis nonetheless disclosed her false allegations to multiple leaders in the 

Worldwide Church orally in September, 2008 and through the Complaint on October 2, 2008. 

WHEREFORE, Pastor Andre respectfully requests that this Honorable Court: 

a)  Enter judgment in his favor and against Lewis; 

b) Award Pastor Andre damages against Lewis; and 

c) Grant Plaintiffs such other and further relief as the Court deems just  
and appropriate under the circumstances. 

 
 

COUNT III – INJUNCTIVE RELIEF 
(Pastor Andre and Home Church v. Lewis) 

 
35. Pastor Andre incorporates by reference the allegations of Paragraphs 1-14, 

inclusive, as the allegations of this Paragraph 33 as if sully set forth herein.   

36. Since on or about June 7, 2008, in furtherance of her defamatory and extortionate 

conduct described above, Lewis has continually harassed, threatened and otherwise interfered 

with Pastor Andre, his Home Church, his wife, family and Home Church family and now the 
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Worldwide Church.  For example, on or about June 28, 2008, Lewis had grown irate with Pastor 

Andre because he was not responding to her telephone calls and electronic messages as promptly 

as she would have liked.  At the time, Pastor Andre was devoting all of his attention to the 

grandfather that had raised him who was on life support and near death.  Upon his passing 

shortly thereafter and purporting to express sympathy, Lewis contacted the Home Church to 

obtain the details for services for Pastor Andre’s grandfather.  She subsequently send flowers to 

the funeral home – the card warned Pastor Andre that he was “never gonna be free.”   

37. Through the summer into September, 2008, Lewis continued telephoning Pastor 

Andre’s wife at her business office, called his sister in law at her home and communicated 

directly with Pastor Andre’s Home Church personnel.  Lewis threatened to “surprise” Pastor 

Andre by showing up at a fish fry for his Home Church to which he had invited other Worldwide 

Church personnel, at which point Pastor Andre, at his own cost, hired off duty police personnel 

to provide security for this event. 

38. The most egregious conduct, however, relates to Lewis’ attempt to initiate a 

complaint against Pastor Andre with the Worldwide Church through a procedure for which no 

authority exists under the Worldwide Church’s duly enacted Constitution but which nonetheless 

will embroil Pastor Andre in further publication of Lewis’ blatant falsehood.  Pastor Andre has 

demanded that Lewis cease and desist her defamatory and harassing conduct but to date that 

conduct continues unabated. 

39. On October 24, 2008, Pastor Andre transmitted a detailed written response to 

Lewis’ Complaint to the Chief Counsel of the Worldwide Church urging the Worldwide Church 

to terminate any such proceeding and to restore Pastor Andre to his position of service with the 
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Worldwide Church.  To date, Pastor Andre has not received confirmation that the Worldwide 

Church is going to honor his demand and that he therefore will remain barred from service at the 

101st Holy Convocation of the Worldwide Church (the “Holy Convocation”) at Lewis is certain 

to broadcast her false allegations to hundreds of thousands of other Worldwide Church members 

and its leadership will be exposed to Lewis’ false allegations, threatening further irreparable 

harm to Pastor Andre and his Home Church.   

40. Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy at law in connection with either Lewis’ 

conduct or to the extent that the leadership of the Worldwide Church proceeds to act on Lewis’ 

improper Complaint.   Money damages cannot restore Pastor Andre to a position of influence 

and prestige within the Worldwide Church to which he has rendered devoted service for more 

than 15 years, nor will money damages rehabilitate his reputation and that of his Home Church. 

41. The risk of harm to Pastor Andre and the Home Church is imminent because the 

Holy Convocation will begin on November 3, 2008 and will continue through November 12, 

2008.  Unless the status quo is preserved before the matter proceeds further, there will be no 

effective means to restore the parties to the positions each occupied prior to the events of the 

impending two weeks. 

42. The risk of harm to Lewis or the Worldwide Church to defer action on Lewis’ 

Complaint and to prohibit her from further publishing her false accusations against Pastor Andre 

is minimal.  Notwithstanding the relative absence of harm to Lewis or to the Worldwide Church, 

Plaintiffs will comply with any order from this Court requiring Plaintiffs to post a bond to secure 

Lewis and/or the Worldwide Church against any damage that may be suffered during the time 

any injunction entered by this Court remains in place. 
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request that this Honorable Court: 

a) Enjoin Lewis from uttering false and derogatory statements about Pastor  
  Andre and the Home Church; 

b) Enjoin Lewis from committing further acts of extortion against Pastor  
  Andre; 

c) Enjoin Lewis from harassing and threatening Pastor Andre; 

d) Enjoin Lewis from pursuing her oral complaints or her written Complaint  
  against Pastor Andre through the Worldwide Church;   

e) Enjoin Lewis from having any direct communication with or to Pastor  
  Andre, his wife, children or extended family, his Home Church members,  
  any Bishop or other Worldwide Church officer who he serves or any  
  mutual acquaintances regarding or referring to any of the allegations  
  of any written or oral complaints she has asserted against Pastor Andre; 

f) Enjoin Lewis from purposely coming within 200 feet of Pastor Andre, his  
  wife, children, extended family or any of his Home Church members,  
  whether at a Worldwide Church event or otherwise; and 

g) Grant Plaintiffs such other and further relief that the Court finds just and  
  equitable under the circumstances. 

 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
       PASTOR ANDRE JOHNSON 

       GRACE & MERCY CHURCH  
       OF GOD IN CHRIST, INC. 
 
 
               By:  
       

Matthew R. Wildermuth, Esq. 
Illinois Bar No. 6202106 
THE LAW OFFICES OF  
 MATTHEW R. WILDERMUTH 
33 N. LaSalle Street, Suite 1900 
Chicago, Illinois  60602 
312-425-2522 (direct) 
312-264-0652 (facsimile) 
matt.wildermuth@wildermuthlawoffices.com 
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